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CONTACT: AMY CARRUTH, PUBLIC RELATIONSDIRECTOR (601) 352-9100
MEMA Newsline 1-800-441-6362
Subject: Hinds County Regional Response Team Date: January 7, 2003

(Jackson) — Today the Mississippi Emergency ManagenAgency (MEMA) awarded a
$100,000 grant to the Hinds County Regional Respdieam. The team participants are: Hinds
County Emergency Management Agency, and Sheriffic€ City of Clinton Police and Fire
Departments; Rankin County Emergency Managementn@geSheriff's Office and Fire
Departments; City of Richland Police, Fire and Egeecy Management, Warren County
Emergency Management and Sheriff's Office and thy Gf Vicksburg Police and Fire
Departments.

The money will be used for the purchase of spemdlifirst responder equipment for the
Regional Response Team in Hinds County. MEMA ithprocess of developing and equipping
10 statewide teams. The money will also be usexbsts related to planning, conducting, and
evaluating weapons of mass destruction (WMD) egegi

“The partnership demonstrated by the cities andhttes working together exhibits the type of
corporation that will be essential in the succdsaeeting the challenges of a unified response to
any type of event,” said Robert Latham, directoM&EMA.

The Mississippi Emergency Management Agency redei@etotal of $5.9 million from the
Department of Justice for enhancement of the Stdd@mestic Preparedness Strategic Plan,
which outlines how MS will allocate Federal fundittgaddress the needs identified through this
process. This money is from Federal Fiscal Year9192002 _and was applied for prior to
September 11, 2001This money is separate from the money that veltdceived for Homeland
Security.

Additional plans for the $5.9 million include egpipg a State HAZMAT Response Team to
assist the Regional Response Teams if additiorsgtasce is needed in an event; establish 24
hour warning points in every county to ensure ojp@nal information can be passed on to the
counties as soon as it is received at the Sta#d; l&y purchase decontamination equipment for
the State; and to address the specific needs aketponse to the State Capital Complex in the
City of Jackson through the Department of Financ&d®ninistration Capital Police.
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“Disaster Preparedness Saves Lives and Property”
Visit us online atwww.msema.org



